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Remarks on the Building of Kung Lee College, Tai Hang
Road, Hong Kong, by the Rev. Peter Wong, General
Secretary of the Hong Kong Council of the Church of
Christ in China, on Sunday, 5th November, 1967.

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

From the beginning of our planning, it has taken
almost seven years to complete Kung Lee College. During
this time the site for the building was changed, there was
a bank crisis, and then came the current disturbances
which started in May this year. However, despite all these
difficulties, the College was finally completed in time for
use in September this year, and today, with gratitude to
God, we are all present to witness its official opening,.

Early in January, 1961, our Council started
negotiating with the Education Department and received
its approval to build a 20-classroom secondary school near
Fuk Kwan Road at Tai Hang Road. Later this site was
reserve for another purpose by the Public Works
Department and we were granted the present site,
covering an area of 47,000 square feet. As this was larger
than the original site, the Education Department asked
us to build a 30-classroom school. As a result, the estimate
for building and equipping the school was increased from
$2,000,000 to $2.,400,000. However, the work of clearing
the site proved very difficult, the cost of materials
increased, and the lowest tender we could obtain was 3%
million dollars for the building, which, with the addition
of the cost of furniture and equipment, would make a
total cost of $4,000,000.

In view of this increase in the cost of the project,
Government changed its method of subsidy, giving us a
Capital Grant of $1,222,000 and increasing the Interest-
free Loan to $2,000,000. Even so, our Council had to
raise its share from $480,000 to $800,000, and for this
reason we felt very overburdened.

Back in 1961 our Council began the planning of a
secondary school in the Hong Kong areca. At the same
time Kung Lee Church was considering plans to build its
own secondary school. On reflection they thought it
would be better for the Council to run such a school and
decided to make a generous donation of $200,000
towards its cost; thus, if the Council could raise another

$200,000 we should be able to complete it. In September,
1961, we came fo an agreement with Kung Lee Church
whereby the name originally chosen should be changed
from Kei Lee School to Kung Lee College. Later, owing to
the increase in building costs, Kung Lee Church contri-
buted a further $100,000, making a total of $300,000,
thus indicating the eagerness of the members of Kung Lee
Church to support this educational programme.

With Government financial assistance, and with
support from the members of Kung Lee Church and
friends both local and abroad, this $4,000,000-plus
project has now been completed and [ would like to
express our heartfelt thanks to all concerned. I would like
to mention, especially, our architect Mr. E.Y. Wu, not
only for the excellent planning which went into this
school, but also for his generous contribution of half of
his architect’s fee amounting to over $100,000, half of
which has been used for equipping the Language
Laboratory in memory of his father, the late Mr. Wu Yu
Dick, who, before his death, was a deacon of the Kung
Lee Church, and was also a very active lay leader of the
Kwangtung Congregational Missionary Association. He
made a great contribution to the church throughout his
life. Now his son, Mr. E.Y. Wu, has chosen to honour
the memory of his father by donating this sum towards
the educational programme in Hong Kong. I am sure you
will agree that a gift of this kind, to further the work of
education of youth, is a very fitting memorial to a loved
one, enabling us to carry on our work to glorify God,
and to serve the welfare of society,

Ladies and Gentlemen, now that we have completed
this well-equipped school, we shall proceed step by step
towards our goals, as set out in the Council’s Ten Year
Development Plan, with full confidence in all those
responsible for this college. At the same time, we hope
that our friends will give us constant counsel so that we
may be loyal to the trust placed in us by the church and
fulfil the hopes of the parents who send their sons and
daughters to this school.
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